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MELBOURHE CHESS CLUB,

C/o Melbourne Athenaeum, 188 Colhns Street,
melboume ______________ 3rd. December, 1935

R.W.BE.Wilmot Esqg. . A S | -
Secretary, . | -
Melbourne Athenaeum,

Dear Sir,

My Committee directs me to convey to you its apprediatio
of the passibility-ef the Gene
quate accqmmodation for the section of Athenaeum members known as

the Melbourne Chess Club.

The partlon of the premises we now occupy is insufficienQ.

in area and attractiveness to enceurage members of the chess play

ing publlc to join the club.

Apart from the Ieaky candltlen ef the roof whlch has ca

,f

ral Cemmlttee S prov1d1ng more ade-q |

serious damage to the club's property, ahé:the poor ventilation 1

all but thé eaSﬁérn end of the roomnm, mg Committee feels that the

jnconvenient shape and size of the chess room has restricted cur

numbers, and that, given more and better accommedatlon, avlarge,iq

erease in membership would immediately result.

As soon as the Club is in a position to accommedate effiq

iently an inecreased membership, a.campaign for new members will b

organised, with every prospect of success. At present, such an ef

would be wasted. I, peraenalxy, can name half a dozen players wh

would become members under“better coanditions, and ather‘elub memb

are in a similar position.

Yours faithfully,
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. Do the Secretary. A o ,4,: f#f“* :
S The Melbourne Athenaeum R
g T B ﬁ | B .
In'accordance with Rule 23. ) | L 7;
o  ilI;hereby give notice that at thé next Genera1‘Cbmm1ttee f
Jecting to be held on the 4th December next,T shall move, -
R R "ﬁéTﬁét:théJﬁéwiohwcéfriéa7on_a previous ¢éfé thaf;
® the building of the Ghess Room be th.shall be

4 iecointed snd that it smsll mot be pro

o "'conSideréa‘in'anyway»fbr:
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November 25th L935
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To the Secretary.

The Melbourne Athenaeum

Dear Sir,

In accordance with Rule 23. . ) B é
I hereby give notice that at the next General Committee “ W’-b‘o(/; WMGZ @7 Shtosw £
Meeting to be held on the 4th December next,I shall mové, | | /3-414/(/7 ) /Z‘_ C a2 vrr7<. A WM
m That the motion carried on & previous date that A4 W g W oM /W d) /l‘/‘/l/c{'?
" the building of the Chess Room be'pfoceeded whth.shall be | | ﬂVngy“yfyﬂ”CthpLLz,A‘v zzarwagd4tg;ap1upuug;,/~7¢¢A?/ﬁa;4r§;.
m rescinded and that it shall not be proceeded with or et A ety Mpma, L ) leod 7w Ve LY Ay arsn ABretlow
" considered in any way for a pericd.’of' twelve months from M | FW %/L-&Cy /a,.. /&- 2 | coste.oC 4 -~ 0/&
" this date " | %@ . ; | / W . ..," /‘-( Q‘;I | .
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That the operation ol the motion carvied on

a brevious date that certaln caplital

ervenditure on new work {(including the

building of a new chens Toom) he procceeded

with, be postponed for o peviocd of threc

months from this date, and that in the

mecsntine the whele duestion of structural

: committcee aopointed on MOV /5 - 7738 7
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. That the ¥inance Cormittee be requested

budget of receiptstand expenditure, such

budpet to provide for WS definite

appropriation from revenue each year in

. reduction of the mortgage liability of \

Cothe institution.

28 Southey St.,

ST. KILPA, S.3,
Dec. 13, 1935.

The Secretary,

MELBOURNE ATHENAZUM.

Dear Mr. Wilmot, |
Although not scquainted with the tenor or any of the
details of the instruetions given to our legal representatives, I have

been taking it for granted that the Institution's arrangements with

- the Company had been made known to them. The parties had been

negotiating for somé months expressly to settle the msain principles

or terms of their projected new lease agreement. It was only when

the parties had mutually agreed on and decided these matters, as re-
corded in the correspondence and minutes, that the drafting was remit-
ted to our soliecitorx. To eorrect any déficiency defect there may be
in the instructions, I have prepared a memorandum giving particulars

of these negotiations and the results, and also indicating three points
of detail which, from considerations of accuracy and ordinary prudenca,
are to be regarded as of great material importance.

Yours sincerely,

AN
ﬂ/]txﬁ:(M ~ |
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THE MELBOURNE ATHENAEUM.
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particulars of the negotiations between the Institution
and the Company, and the resulting transaction,
which is now to be given effect to. |

b
——

Some time ago, owing to certain circumstances and happenings
the Athenaeumnm Committee decided that it regarded 1ts lease agreement
with the Victoria Palace Company as having become void. Apparently,
members of the Committee believed that the Company, by some of 1ts
officers, had not restrained itself within the 1limits of the agree-
ment. Notification of the termination of the agreement was given to
the Company, and 1t was added that thenceforth the rent or payment for
the privileges the Company was enjoying on Institution premises would
be £300 (three hundred pounds) a year.

A conference between representatives of the Company and of
the Institution followed, but 1t did not result in any agreement or
settlement. Later, as the position was becoming more acute, an inter-
view took place in the Athenaeum Board Room between Mr. Butler, Chair-
man of the Company's directors, and myself as President of the
Athenaeun. After discussion, Mr. Butler and myself agreed, as a com-
promise arrangement, that we should each recommend to the body we rep-
resented that the payment by the Company should be £225 (two hundred
and twenty-five pounds) yearly for existing privileges already being
exercised, for the current term - that was, for the next five or six
years - the Athenaeum Committee to be the first to consider this pro-
posed basis of settlement and to notify the Company of its decision.

. The Athenaeum Committee passed a resolution of approval, of
which it duly informed the Company .

The reason for suggesting that the rent should be £225 was
that that amount was jntermediate between that asked by the Athenaeun
and that offered by the Company. The phrasing for "existing privi-
leges already being exercised" also had a conciliatory object. It
cleared away all the difficulties involved in contentious disputes as
to what the existing agreement executed many years ago, really neant,
or what the parties had intended, or whether in any material respect
provisions of the agreement had not been observed. I was somewhat

surprised that at the interview mentioned an extension of the term was
not asked for on behalf of the Company. | |

After some delay and more or less informal negotiations, I
understand the Company asked that, as part of the new conditions, its
occupancy or tenancy should be for a term of 25 (twenty-five) years.
The Institution agreed to this extension, on the conditions of course
in which Mr. Butler and 1 had concurred. go far as I am aware, no
other conditions have been authorised, or even considered, by the
Athenaeum Committee.




2

| l The foregoing particulars I think fairly state the order of
‘events and the results of the various negotiations.

; The Athenaeum Committee, comformably therefore to the under-
. standing arrived at, and conformably also to its own decisions as the
“body controlling the Athenaeum property, has been expecting that prompt
‘effect would be given to that simple business transaction, in the |
framing of which the two parties concerned, -have practically co-
‘operated.  The transaction concluded is that the Company is to have
‘the use and enjoyment of the privileges already being exercised by it,
the Compwny is to pay the Institution £225 (two hundred and twenty-five
pounds) a year and the term of this new arrangement is to be 25 (twenty
' five) years. This new agreement or lease is to be in substitution of,
.and to replace, the one under which the Company has had the occupancy

| of Athenaeum property.

) It will be. recognised that the condition in this new lease
| or agreement, that the extended term is only in respect of "existing

i privileges already being exercised", obviates the necessity for any

i stipulations in the new deed regarding the depth of future underground
' extensions, or other extensions.

| The Institution disclaims any desire to prevent extensions of
' the Company's privileges in the future should such be desired.  Once

' the major object of our recent negotiations is finalised, the Institu-

ition, I am sure, will consider favorably any reasonable request by the

Company for further concessions, and will try to meet the views of |
"the Company as to the payment to be made for them. |

| As President of the Athenaeum Committee, after discussion with
jour Finance Committee and our General Committee, I have three requests
‘on matters of detail to make to our legal representative. Leaving, of
‘course, the matter of the appropriate wording to him, I speclally ask
‘or direct - |

1. That in the recital in the deed regarding the Company's en-

. joyment of overhead and underground privileges in the past,

i it shall be stated that the Company has had those privileges
subject to an annual payment to the Athenaeum for them, the

e exact amount of tha. yearly payment to be stated;

©, That any reference in the deed to a plan shall include such
details of measurement and position, or such description, as
will make the deed self-explanatory and reasonably complete
without the plan; | -

T AR TR b

3. And that, as provided in Mr. Duncan's original draft and in
Mr. Sanderson's settlement, structural alterations by the
Company on the premises in question may be made only with

P " the Institution's consent, which consent, however, is not to

: be unreasonably refused.
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